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CHANGES PUSHED FOR SALE OF STATE LAND
FROPOSED MEASURE WOULD ALLOW GOVERNMENTS TO BUY WITHOUT ALUCTION
Mary Jo P, The Arzona Republic

With twe "na” voles stil Anging In their gars, state bwmakars on Monday agreed to make another run &t putting a state trust
land iaaue to volers, this Fme on e 2008 ballal,

Mearly 200,000 acres of state land could be sold for consanvatlon purposes withoul going b public auction, an excapton to the
state process for disposing of state lands held in trust for a vadety of causes, primanly education,

In eddiion, the rights of way for cerain public roads could be perchasad, also without auction.

Auctions generally drivie up prices. The axempbions woukd help prodect cities and other government agencies that wand 1o buy
land bor eonsendation from the compalbition that a doep-pockabed investor can provida.

The idaa is o tackla in small sleps the long-running problem of which state trust land can be sold for conservation instead of
tha sweaping reforms proposed in last falls Propositions 105 and 106, Volers rejectad balh of those measunes,

"'s & simpler plece of ple, instead of trying 1o sell the whols pin,” ssid Rep. John Melson, R-Litchfield Park, sponsor of House
Concurrent Resoluton 2038,

Thee bill tocuses narmowly on stabe rusl lands that could be sold for consanvation rather than developmant, prmarily in cilies
and o thi: fnges of uiban areas. 1L would allow the sale without 8 public suction &8s long as the purchase = for ks apprased
il @ Punding sowece B dentiied and the purchasa i complated within 25 years,

Matson estimales fhat such sales could bring 53 bilkon to 56 billlon inlo state coffers from sale of the 186,000 acres addressed
in the b,

The lenw wiould allow tha McDowell Sonoran Presanse In Scottsdale o expand and addilions o the Phoenix Mouniains
Preservea and conservation Ends in Pima County. In all, tust land in 13 cowenties would be coverad,

Kaaping with its naerw locus, the bill leaves rural lands oul of the eguation, 8 move that brought the suppon of the Arzona
Coatide Growers Association,

Tha bill also has the backing of consaervation aclivist Carta, who goes by one name, and the norheast Vallay's Desert Foothills
Land Trust. Other consarvation groups have taken a neutral stance because e bill doesn'l involve the rural lands in which
they Bre intenested,

Caria caled |t 8 “sensible sodution® because |t has a narrower focus than e dusling ballol measures that faced voters in
Movamiber,

"Laf’s gel these most confroversial lands out of the way," Cadda said, noling thal tha wiban slate lands are under developmant
pressure the most. They also have the best opporiunity o eam the most for the and rust.

“We're basacally pulling st year's opponents iogelhar,” Melson said.

A motable exceplion i the Anzona Education Association, which registered its deapproval afier meeling with Nelson late last
wesk.
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Jahn Wright, president of the teachers union, sald the bl needs o provide more profections for the schools and other
programs thal benefit from the sale of trust lands.,

Becausa tho measurs lifts the requirarment that the land be sold for "best and highest value® when it comes to conservation,
Wright said an axtra layer of oversight, such as a board of Irusiees, is needad (o ensure & good relurm.

if approved by voders in 2004, the maasura also would frea up about 5200 millian in public funds that wara eammarked in
sarfier leglistation as matching funds to help cities acquire consandation lBnds, That money has been frozan while state
lwmakers look for a way to move forward on consarvation lands.

Thie bill passed the House on @ 41-19 vobe, Demacrats led the oppositbon, anguing that the bél was nol crafted in an open
fashion and saying the fix should be made by lawmakess instead of going b the ballat,

Rap. Eddia Famsworth, R-Gilbari, voled againsl il because he said ha foars the axemplion from the auction requiremeant couwlkd
produca less-than-optimal valua for the stata frust

*Theat may ba milllons of dollars that we are taking off the table.” Famswaorh said.

If the bl passes the Senate, § would be sent o the November 2008 baliol. Vaoter approval is needed because il proposes
changes 1o the stale Congtitution.

Early jump on 2008

The Legislature has written, debated and voted on dozens of resolutions this year. But not much, i amything, will materalize
from he 7T resolutions filed in this year's session, according o leglsiative leaders. They want to walt unilll next yesr befons
loading up the 2008 ballot,

1D mocoplion is likely io be Howse Concurmend Resalution 2030, whech deals with the sale of stale trust lands for
consarvation, It passed the Houss on Manday, and, il approved by the sfabe Senals, would hoead for the ballod

House Speaker Jim Waiars earlier had said thal mosi resolulions wouwld ba hedd unbl naid year. But since this maasune has

managed to find support from formerly warming parties, there's an argumeant o put it on the ballot while an agreemsant s in
placa.

Flus, thie Senale has agreed o move foreard with the trust-tand lasue.
Waiars said thera's a method 1o the seomng madness of having wmakers inroduce measures only 5 sil on wem fora Y.

Futting & rescdution through a public hearing or bao, with all of the debate it brings, helps to clarify an issua. That can highlight
weaknaeses in a proposal and give Bwmakers a8 chanca 1o fix it balore pulfing it bafore voters,

Once 8 measuns wins vober approved, it can be very difficult io changa.
= Mary Jo Pitzl

Reach tha reportar &t manyjo.pitzlflarzonarepublic.com,
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