COMMUNITY DISCUSSION SUMMARY STATEMENTS
From Community Outreach Programs following the 110th Arizona Town Hall
In programs held around the state to follow up on the fall 2017 statewide Town Hall titled “Funding preK-12
Education,” audience members were asked to participate in a Town Hall-style discussion on priorities and action
items. Statements prepared from the discussions at the outreach programs are set forth below.
PHOENIX – ARIZONA LEGISLATURE (January 16, 2018)
Fixing problems with Arizona’s public education system will be difficult and calls for active, effective
legislative leadership. Improving our status will require more than just increasing current funding to increase
teacher pay. Simple fixes, such as increasing sales taxes, may appear easy but may not be the best approach. A
more comprehensive tax reform package may be needed. Our education system is overly complicated, and
legislators should study ways to streamline, simplify and improve the overall system as well as to provide
adequate funding. In addition, parents and the public should be encouraged to support the schools and to show
greater respect for schools and teachers.
PRESCOTT – EMBRY-RIDDLE AERONAUTICAL UNIVERSITY (March 20, 2018)
We want to see the development of a dedicated, sustainable revenue stream that is secure and not
subject to legislative sweep. One idea was to tax private party sales of motor vehicles and dedicate that money to
education. With 75% of Arizona corporations paying only $50 in annual taxes, we should engage the business
community to provide more funding for education.
There was very strong consensus that we must increase teacher pay to levels that are at least
commensurate with the national average. We need to focus on recruiting and retaining the highest quality
teachers and increasing teacher pay is critical.
Results-based funding of schools should be eliminated because it does not adequately support
successful student outcomes and students do not understand how their test results directly impact the funding
their schools receive. It penalizes schools who have the most vulnerable student populations and causes schools
to focus on “teaching to the test” at the cost of educating our children.
We need to renew and expand Proposition 301 to provide for an incremental statewide sales tax of at
least one percent. If this does not happen it could reduce salaries by $6,000 per teacher.
There are many mixed messages regarding funding public education in Arizona. Education is the largest
single expenditure from the general fund but the general fund has been decreasing every year for more than two
decades. We need to increase awareness within the general public about the value and importance of adequately
funding our preK-12 education system, and about what is working and what isn’t.

TUCSON (April 4, 2018)
The recommendations that should receive priority are all options that establish a dedicated and
guaranteed education budget that supports all education expenses. Education is not a charity, it is a matter of
policy and justice. The business community needs to underwrite job training, workforce development and
retention. Elected officials must be held accountable for public education or be replaced. All communities need to
continue to engage elected officials on developing a diversified approach in developing solutions for our education
system problems.
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SIERRA VISTA (April 5, 2018)
We can make the recommendations a reality by collectively recognizing the value of education and the
funding will follow. We must persistently engage and educate candidates and elected officials with one solid
message while assertively holding them accountable. When they talk the talk, we should make them walk the
walk. We all need to mobilize, be committed to and vote for education in order to bridge the gaps in the quality of
our schools.

DOUGLAS (April 5, 2018)
The recommendations that should receive priority should be focused on providing an education that
develops communication and relationship skills, science, math and command of the English language. This
education should support jobs in industries that provide good compensation. We have done more with less but
there is a point where you can’t do more. There needs to be new dedicated sources of perpetual revenues, such
as fees, evaluation of current funding sources and maximization of revenues generated by the state Land
Department. Every dollar for education depends on politicians and we must hold them accountable. We must
teach communities the basics of how education is funded and how to lobby for legislation that supports and
improves education. If everyone involved in education votes, we can have anything we want.
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