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OUR MISSION
Educate, Engage, Connect and Empower

“[Town Hall programs provide 
an] opportunity to listen, expand 
awareness, build respect for 
others’ life experiences and 
learn about how to build bridges 
and create sustainable change.”

Mary Mitchell, Senior Associate, 
Community Engagement, Girls 

Scouts of Arizona

Arizona Town Hall educates, engages, connects and empowers people to resolve important 
issues through consensus, not division, using a process based on respectful dialogue that 
values diverse perspectives, builds relationships and fosters leadership development.

IMPACT
In 2018, thousands of Arizonans actively engaged in discussions about topics relevant to their 
communities at Town Hall programs. These programs are designed to galvanize participants 
who go on to implement changes both in their communities and on a statewide basis.

• Community Outreach Programs were held on the topic of “Funding preK-12 Education” in 
six counties and were attended by nearly 300 community leaders. 

• Future Leaders Town Halls throughout the state engaged over 300 students in four cities 
and three counties on the topic of “Criminal Justice in Arizona.”

• Sixteen Community Town Halls on “Criminal Justice in Arizona” were held throughout 
Arizona allowing over 1,100 Arizonans to engage in discussions and develop community-
specific recommendations. 

• The second binational and bilingual Community Town Hall was held in Hermosillo, Mexico 
on the topic of strengthening Arizona and Sonora’s economic ties. The event was widely 
covered by press in both countries.

• The 111th statewide Town Hall hosted over 170 people from around the state on “Criminal 
Justice in Arizona.” Participants built on actions already underway from Community Town 
Halls and made new connections for moving forward.

Town Hall gatherings are designed to empower participants to be constructive members of their 
communities and to engage with others to address community issues. The impact of gatherings 
is magnified by extensive media coverage and through the distribution of reports. 

111th statewide Town Hall, “Criminal Justice in Arizona,” Phoenix

On the Cover: Top Row - Participants at the Flagstaff Community Town Hall on “Criminal Justice in Arizona;” Second Row – Paul Brierley and Evelyn Casuga; Student participant 
at the City of Phoenix Future Leaders Town Hall on “Criminal Justice in Arizona;” Richard Estrada at the South Phoenix Community Town Hall on “Criminal Justice in Arizona;” 
Celine-Marie Williams at the Prescott Community Town Hall on “Criminal Justice in Arizona;” Third Row – Todd Aakhus speaking to participants at the West Valley Community 
Town Hall on “Criminal Justice in Arizona;” Fourth Row – Marc Miller speaking to participants at the Tucson Future Leaders Town Hall on “Criminal Justice in Arizona;” Nikki Hicks 
at the South Phoenix Community Town Hall on “Criminal Justice in Arizona;” JC Navarro at the Criminal Justice Town Hall for Affected Populations in Tucson.



COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Community Town Halls capture input from Arizona’s 
many diverse communities. Reports from Community 
Town Halls are acted on locally. They are also 
included with the participants’ background materials 
to further enrich discussions at the statewide Town 
Hall.   

After the statewide Town Hall, recommendations 
are communicated to a broader audience through 
traditional and social media, published reports and 
Community Outreach Programs held around the 
state.

Individuals who participated in the statewide Town Hall discussions serve as presenters for 
Community Outreach Programs and share their thoughts on the recommendations. Participants 
are invited to engage in a Town Hall-style discussion that sets priorities and action steps for 
their communities.

PUBLICATIONS
The Background Report provides fact-based research to inform the discussions and serve as 
a valuable resource for others interested in the topic.

Special thanks to Dan Hunting of the Morrison Institute for Public Policy for serving as Editor 
of the “Criminal Justice in Arizona” Background Report. 

Arizona Town Hall reports and recommendations are printed and widely distributed throughout 
Arizona. These reports are used by community and elected leaders as valuable resource 
materials.

Visit our website to download published reports.

Future Leaders Town Halls foster development of civic 
leadership skills for Arizona’s next generation of leaders 
and allow them to have a voice on important policy issues.

“This program has enlightened me. I feel like I can express my 
ideas and use my voice. I have gained a lot of new knowledge 
from the different perspectives I have heard.”

Ana Gabriela Romero, Tucson Future Leaders Town Hall

ENGAGING FUTURE LEADERS

“Criminal Justice in Arizona” Future Leaders Town 
Hall, Yavapai College, Prescott Campus

“Criminal Justice in Arizona” Community Town Hall, Marana



CONSULTING ENGAGEMENTS
INCREASING REVENUE WHILE FULFILLING OUR MISSION
During 2018, Arizona Town Hall provided consulting services to entities interested in solution-
based discussions, including: the Maricopa Community Colleges District, the State Bar of 
Arizona, Mesa Public School District and the Agnese Nelms Haury Program in Environment and 
Social Justice. Arizona Town Hall also conducted training sessions for organizations interested 
in learning the Town Hall process.

“The training that Arizona Town Hall provided me has proven to be invaluable 
to the strategic planning process. I am now able to facilitate deeper discussions 
while at the same time capturing the essence and nuance of the investments 
made by our regional councils and strengthening the bonds with our early 
childhood ecosystem partners.” 

- Travis Le Duc, Regional Director, Tohono O’odham Nation  
Regional Partnership Council, First Things First 

EXPANDING OUR IMPACT THROUGH MEDIA
In 2018, Arizona Town Hall expanded its impact through various media efforts. Town Hall 
convenings were featured in numerous media outlets, including TV, radio and nearly 70 print 
articles. Most media links can be accessed from our website www.aztownhall.org. 



2018 INCOME AND EXPENSES

2018 CORPORATE AND ORGANIZATIONAL PARTNERS
LIST INCLUDES SPECIFIC AND GENERAL PARTNERSHIPS

$50,000 Partners 
Arizona Public Service (APS)
Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust

$25,000 Partners 
FWD.us

$15,000 Partners
Salt River Project (SRP)
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 

$10,000 Partners
The NARBHA Institute
Union Pacific Railroad

$5,000 Partners
BlueCross BlueShield of Arizona
Chicanos Por La Causa
Jennings, Strouss, & Salmon
Town of Marana 
Perkins Coie
Snell & Wilmer, LLP
Vitalyst Health Foundation

$2,500 Partners
Arizona Water Company
Newton Family Foundation

$1,000 Partners
Arizona Community Foundation of Yuma - San Luis 
Community Fund

Arizona-Mexico Commission
City of Cottonwood Economic Development Council
Cochise College
Cochise County Reentry Coalition
Community Foundation for Southern Arizona - The 
Troller Foundation

Town of Oro Valley
Pastor Center for Politics and Public Service
PICOR Commercial Real Estate
Tapia, Robles, Cabrera y Moreno S.C. 
Visit Tucson
Yavapai College

$500 Partners
BeachFleischman CPAs
Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Phoenix
Greater Phoenix Leadership
John Burton
Mary Grier
Maryvale Revitalization Corporation
Middle Ground Prison Reform
Midwestern University
Navajo County
Navajo County Bar Association
Pima Community Colleges
Pima County Public Library
Scottsdale Community College



2018 INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS
With the generous support of our contributors, we’ve had a direct and positive impact on the 
lives of Arizonans throughout our state. 

Communicators ($1,000 and above)
Arlan Colton
Bruce L. Dusenberry
Gregory Falls
William Garfield
Kathy Haake
Kathy & John Kitagawa
Patricia K. Norris
Hank Peck
Michelle Quintanilla (including Freeport-
McMoRan Copper & Gold Foundation gift 
matching)

J. Scott Rhodes
Fred H. Rosenfeld
T. VanHook Schuld

Consensus Builders ($500 - $999)
Sheila Breen
James R. Condo
Charlotte Harris
Elizabeth McNamee
Darlene Miller
Kevin L. Olson
Clifford Potts
Lucia Spikes

Civic Messengers ($200 - $499)
Lisa A. Atkins
David ‘Brett’ Benedict
Paul & Flo Eckstein
Holly Gieszl
Susan Goldsmith
Richard Gordon
Pauline Hechler
Suzanne M. Pfister
David Snider
Madeleine Wanslee
Devan Wastchak

Town Hall Citizens ($1 - $199)
Larry Bahill
Rhonda Bannard
Janet Barton
Betsey Bayless
Linda Binder
Paul Brierley
Greg Brownell
John Burton
Evelyn Casuga
Suzy Clarke
David K. Duncan
Arnott Duncan
Jennifer Frownfelter
Richard Geasland
William S. Hawgood
Nicky Indicavitch
Scott Kerr
Leonard Kirschner
Jay Kittle
Doug Kluender
Roric Massey
Joy Mee
Bruce Meyerson
Jan Miller
Mary Jo Miller
Roy Miller
Dennis Mitchem
Nelson Family Trust
Shawn Orme
Paul R. Orme
Karyn Parker
Vada Phelps
Karen RomeroLeone
James C. Rooney
Jannah Scott
Jeffrey Scudder
Ronald Spark
Barbara Strachan
Linda Tansik
Daran Wastchak
John B. Weldon
Jacqueline White



“Engaging,thoughtful, 
and reflective of profound 
social, capital, and civic 
responsibility.”

Gail Digate, President/CEO, 
Leadership Learning Systems 

“Town Hall programs are an 
innovative way to engage diverse 
perspectives on discussion 
of extremely important topics 
affecting our community.”

Katie Williams, Crisis Specialist,  
La Frontera Empact

Mary Grier and Maxine Lakin, recipients of the 2018 Shirley Agnos Legacy Award 
presented during the 111th statewide Town Hall on “Criminal Justice in Arizona”

Participants of Panel Hedgehog, 111th statewide Town Hall, “Criminal Justice in Arizona”

Tara Diaz, Joe Grossman and Tony Riojas during panel discussions at the 
111th statewide Town Hall “Criminal Justice in Arizona”



PARTNERS OF THE 111TH STATEWIDE ARIZONA 
TOWN HALL “CRIMINAL JUSTICE IN ARIZONA”

Arizona Town Hall | 2400 W Dunlap Ave, Ste 200 | Phoenix, AZ 85021
(602) 252-9600 | www.aztownhall.org

SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE ADDITIONAL 2018 PARTNERS

PREMIER PARTNER

CONSENSUS PARTNER CIVIC LEADER PARTNER


